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Daily N ports Writer
=Marcus Godfrey and Levar Tal-
ley chewed up more ground this
football season than a grave-dig-
ger.

Defenses were always geared 1o
stop them, but they produced
again and again with power and
grace.

When tkey didn't have the ball,
they delivered punishing blocks
on defenders attempting to tackle
those who did. When they
switched sides and settled in at
linebacker, the noise level made
by popping pads was just as high.

Mastbaum’s Godfrey and Bishop

~McDevitt's Talley, play-alikes with
matching mental approaches, are
today being honored as the Player
of the Year in the Public and
Catholic leagues, respectively, in
connection with the 1995 Daily
News All-City Football Team.

Godfrey, a 510, 200-pound sen-
ior, this season rushed 200 times
for a Public League single-season
record of 1,808 yards and 25 touch-
downs. He also tied the PL single-
season mark for TDs with 26.

Careerwise, he rushed 376 times
for 3,040 yards, becoming ]usl the
fourth PL player to top 3,000.

Godfrey is expected 10 visit Pnr‘
“due in mid-December. Also, Okla-
homa, Northwestern, Boston Col-
lege and Maryland have visited
Mastbaum in recent days to watch
him on tape.

Talley, a 6-1, 205-pound senior,
finished with 237 carries for 1,227
yards and 15 TDs while becoming
the first Catholic League player

~since West Catholic’s Kimani Pat-
terson in 1989 to top 1,000 yards in
back-to-back seasons.

Two of a kind
top players

Godfrey and Talley star on
the field; Cohen on sideline

His final two seasons yielded
450 carries for 2,270 yards and 29
TDs. As a sophomore, he carried
sparingly in a backup role.

Talley is expected to make offi-
cial visits to North Carolina, Vir-
ginia Tech, Boston College and
Wake Forest. Pitt is also a possibil-

0ur Inter-Ac League Player of
the Year is defensive back Der-
rick Downs, of 10-0 Malvern Prep.
Downs used his quickness to
shut down most passing activity
in his sector of the secondary and
was known to pack a wallop
on running plays. He also starred
on offense, rushing for 839 yards
and nine

Downs will visit Wake Forest
this weekend. North Carolina and
North Carolina State are also in-
volved along with a number of I-
AA programs.

Our Coach of the Year is Ron
Cohen, of Public League champ
George Washington.

Admittedly, Cohen is blessed
with a deep, talented staff of assis-
tants. But he is a tireless worker,
always displays an intensity that
transmits to his players and often
gets his teams to peak at the right
time.

Cohen has produced five Public

e titles in the last seven

seasons and has made eight visits

to the championship game in 11

seasons. His overall record is 97-
24-2 (.802 percentage).

Before his arrival, Washington
had made just two titlegame ap-
pearances, both times, and
only once had won as many as
seven games in a season. Under
Cohen, only once have the Eagles
won fewer than seven. B
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