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for long haul

Pellegrini remains energetic
after nearly 30 years as coach

by Ted Silary
Daily News Sports Writer

The drive to organize is never
far from the surface for Malvern
Prep football coach Gaspare

“Gamp"” Pellegri

One’ rocent” Saturday, he and
three of his assistants strolled
into a coffee shop near the school
for a pregame meal

lace was busy and short
on help and no one was available
to-seat those waiting in line
“I kept looking at my watch.”
Pellegrini said. “We had to eat
and get back, so ... "
The coach became a maitre d'.
of two? Right this way.
‘Three? Sit over here.

“That left the four of us” he
said, smiling. “We i
into a table. Made it back in plen-
ty of time."

Assistant Joe Sells said he was
hiding his face with his arm in
the time-honored, Idon'tknow-
thisguy gesture when Pellegrini
started seating the ¢

s e said.
“T couldn't help miyselt.” Pelie-
grini said. “When I see that some-
thing has to be done, I do it
s been like that since the
19505, when a sequence of
cvents led to Pellegrini becoming
the player.managef of his gram-
mar scl ‘ball team.
“I moved five guys aro
said Pellegrini, who kept omacit
at catcher, “We came in second in
the state. I took the lineup out to
the umpire. Got the ground rules.
1 was Leo Durocher and Stan Lo-

a

Pellegrini, 57, is in his 18th sea-
son at Malvern. Before that he
coached for three seasons
) at longdefunct St Thomas

West Philadelphia, his
alma mater, and for eight at St
Joseph's Prep (1970.7.

With the Friars, No. 1 in the
Daily News City "Top 10, off 10.0 30
start, Pellegrini (172-110-8) ranks
No. 3 alltime in city-league Vic-
tories and can tie St John Neu-
‘mann’s Paul Bartolomeo (173122-
12 from 194678) for second by
winning Saturday at Loyola Prep,
in Baltimore. Frankford's Al An-
gelo (184395 from 196584 and
'®7) is the next target

len you pnl my record next
{o Al Angelo's, I'm embarrassed
Said. “Tlook at the L's:
“He unghed “1 would counter
with this: “Al, you s
coached at St. Tomm:

(S ihe fied, Pellegrini is fun to

und. He can tell stories and
drup one-liners -nn equal
Splomb} which s probably one

bemm
2bly wealthy man while nslng 10
presidency of Snyder Moor

Agencies, Inc. an insurance com-
pany in Exton.

On the field, he’s mostly fun to

™ The oné thing 1 haven't done
throngh ell these years is mel-
low,” he said. “T've gone the ottier
way, kind of. We could be win-
ning, 400, but if a guy misses ai
assignment, I'm going to yell. My
ts will be going, Yo,
“Gamp. look at the score. | can'
help It 'm & perfection
“The danger is being y Tootin:
tense. You have to temper things.
But I can't be one of those guys
that goes” — he switched 1o a
Voice'soft and stretched out the
5, just go out

ords —
and do your
Pellegrini’s Smofficial football
coaching start occurred in_the
summer of 59 before he returned
1o the University of Delaware to
serve as the starting quarterbeck
on an &1 t
“Bart asked me 10 show New
mann’s kids the wingT,” he said.
“I was into it, running all over.
The assistanis were probably
y to strangle me. Bart Wi
going. ‘Leave him go. Leave him

1 loved that taste of teaching
football I still get that kick. When
you make a plan and see it work,
there’s nothing like it ... We
won't talk about the plenty of
times it doesn't work."

Pellegrini spent three years in
the Marines after graduating

t was in the insurance busi-

3 e
asked me one day 1o help him out
and now I'm in my 32nd season of
coaching . .. Feels like the first.”
Pellegrini went 820 at Tommy
More when the school, never a
football powerhouse, was dying a
slow death because inking
enroliment (i closed in June 75):
He went 50-38 at The Prep, cap-
ping his stay by inning the Cath.
olic' League championship and
City Title in 77.
B switched 1o Malvern, where
has won 10 Inter-Ac League
mles (nine outright, one shared),
e was moving from
Broomall 10 West Chester: which
was_even farther away from

i and his wife, the for-
mer Mary Hennelly, have been
married for 29 years. They have
three children, Paul, 26; Kevin, 24
next week and a Friars assistant;
and Tara,

Kevin was a three-sport captain
at Malvern and played football at
Georgetown. With I(nvin slated o
become a starting
Gamp gave serious ought 6
quitting or taking a sabbatical.

“One reason I stayed with it,"” he
aid, was tha athletic director|

schedule nine of our games on
Fridays so I could watch Kevin on

Saturdays.

“1 missed e. Boy, did 1
agonize over that. Before | made
my decision, I sent a letter to the
parents and asked them to vote on
whether they would have a prob-

me missing the game.
e response was all positive.

“I had a great time watching

Kevin play. though they lost to
lona. Us? We beat Hill School. I
was surprised they lamacas
back and coach.”
Aside from talent, Pellegrini
has been blessed with a godsend
O a walt, St and Jim banetia
have been with him for more
than 20 years. Nick Cirone, the ex:
West Catholic coach, is a 10:year
veteran.

“Tve seen what can happen
when the assistants back-stab the
head guy,” Pellegrini said. “When
1 see that at other places, it sick-

Heavens and Marlon Miller, Pelle-
grini has a shot to match the 100
recor in ‘80,

Rather than soft-pedal us

chances_before the season,
said of his team, “It could be a5

good as we've

i

off” he said. “Crying poor-mouth
with this group would have been
like nmmg the jackpot then say-

ing 1
“It won]d Iuve ‘been wrong for

me not to draw attention to our
kids. They deserve it. But when

jou do the j
s nover tot s pmblem. L]
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